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PREFACE

Whilst carrying out some research into the life of Francis Egerton, 1% Earl of
Ellesmere, | came across the book Personal Reminiscences of the Duke of
Wellington, by Francis, First Earl of Ellesmere. This collection was published in
London in 1903, 46 years after his death, and contained a memoir of him, written
by his daughter, Alice, Countess of Strafford. She dedicated it to 'My sister-in-
law, Mary, Countess of Ellesmere, as the only surviving member of my family
who has a perfect recollection of my father, and who can therefore fully
appreciate the beauty of his character.'

On page 50, she wrote about his visit to the United States and Canada, as a
representative of our Government at the opening of the New York Exhibition in
1853. Furthermore, she mentioned that he was accompanied by the late Lord
Acton (at that point he was Sir John Dalberg Acton), whose '‘American
experiences were a source of unfailing interest and amusement, especially upon
the more humorous side of his impressions." Knowing that my wife, Susan, has a
distant connection to this Acton family (sharing a common ancestry up to the
time of English Civil War), that sparked an even greater deal of interest.

In September 2018, we spent a holiday in Boston, Massachusetts, and this
presented a marvellous opportunity to research this story further. Our good
friends, David and Marjorie Kelland, hosted our stay and very kindly ordered for
us a copy of Acton in America from the Acton Institute. And from these
beginnings, the contents of this book evolved. A spell in the Boston Public
Library and a visit to Harvard set me on the path to writing this book. Suddenly,
I found myself writing about places that we have come to know and love, and
eminent and distinguished people with whom these two gentlemen conversed.
The journals of Lord Acton have helped enormously to plug some of the gaps of
the Earl's visit and have enabled me to pursue specific lines of enquiry. This
episode of the Earl's life covered about four months, and is one which | knew
nothing about. Until the summer of 2018!!

Whilst reading many copies of contemporary newspapers, two things became
very evident. Firstly, some accounts occasionally lacked true accuracy, giving
occasional diverse reports on the same topic. It was therefore necessary to seek
other forms of material to corroborate certain facts. One notable example was the
report in some newspapers that Lord Ellesmere was introduced on the platform
at the opening ceremony of the exhibition to President Pierce. Clearly, this could
not have occurred, since the Earl was in bed, suffering from gout - an affliction
which affected him greatly during his visit. His family, though, was present.
Secondly, local and regional newspapers frequently used material printed in the
major city papers, often verbatim, giving dates which may have been ten or
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fourteen days out of sequence. That could lead to some confusion. Where these
issues have occurred, | have chosen to accept those reports which concur most
and have taken steps to ensure accuracy of dates and times. Occasionally, small
regional newspapers have offered a snippet of information which has helped to
convey a more detailed picture of the family's travels.

In conclusion, | have chosen to include two other aspects of the connection
between the Ellesmere family and the United States. The first is an account of
the Ellesmere Chaucer, and the second is an account of the Egerton Travelling
Library - both exquisite examples of sixteenth and seventeenth century
manuscripts once owned by the family and now residing at The Huntington
Museum in San Marino, California.
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ORIGINS

"On a spring day in 1851 in the city of London, more than two
years before the Crystal Palace exhibition opened in New
York, an unprecedented exhibition conceived on a massive
scale opened to the public, and in many ways the world would
never be the same. A display of arts, inventions, and products
of industrial manufacture from countries around the world, the
Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry of All Nations was
the first international exhibit of the technical achievements and
consumer goods of the industrial era. It attracted more than
six million visitors by the time it closed six months later and
immediately spawned the cultural phenomenon of the world’s
fair."

This is how Sheila Moloney began her article on the building of the New York
Crystal Palace. This Great Exhibition (sometimes referred to as the Crystal
Palace Exhibition) was the brainchild of Prince Albert. A team of organisers, led
by Henry Cole, was established. Cole is credited with being the first person to
devise the concept of sending greetings cards at Christmas time (and that in
1843). He was a member of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts,
Manufactures, and Commerce, and as such, Cole lobbied government to gain its
support for his campaign to improve standards in industrial design. With the
support and patronage of Prince Albert, the Society was granted a royal charter
in 1847 and became the R.S.A.

Henry Cole had visited the 11" Paris Exhibition in 1849, a series of exhibitions
held every five years in the French capital. Plans were already in hand to hold
exhibitions in London in 1850 and 1851, so Cole envisaged adapting these into
one single exhibition
in 1851. With the
backing of Queen
Victoria in 1850, a
Royal ~Commission
was set up on the 3
January to establish
the Exhibition of the
Works of Industry of
all  Nations, with
Cole as the chief
administrator and
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Prince Albert as the President. Cole was awarded the C.B. for his work on the
Great Exhibition and was knighted by Queen Victoria in 1875. Often referred to
in the press as "Old King" Cole, he was known to have the closest personal
backing of the Queen and especially of the Prince Consort, who, when he needed
a facilitator for one of his pet projects, was heard to remark: "We must have
steam, get Cole". The exhibition was held in the Crystal Palace in Hyde Park,
London, from 1% May to the 15™ October 1851, and was an enormous popular
and financial success, making a huge surplus of £186,000 (approximately £22m
in today's money).

The Great Exhibition was the first of the international exhibitions which became
popular in the second half of the nineteenth century. The exhibition was designed
to showcase and to promote the cultures, resources, industries, and products of
the countries of the world at that moment in history. The catalogue listed
exhibitors, not only from Britain and from its Territories and Dependences, but
also 44 countries from Europe and the Americas. Amongst these were James
Nasmyth, of Patricroft, who displayed some of his sketches of the moon's
surface, and Mr. W. Hughes, Governor of Henshaw's Asylum for the Blind in
Stretford, who demonstrated a typograph machine designed by him "to allow
blind persons to express their thoughts upon paper.” Both of these gentlemen
were from the Worsley area.

Amongst Her Majesty's 24 Commissioners were the Earl of Ellesmere, F.S.A,,
and Sir Charles Lyell, F.R.S., under the Presidency of Prince Albert. The Earl
was one of 8 members of the Building Committee, appointed on the 24" January
1850. These two names will recur throughout this book. One of the 5 executive
committee members was Charles Wentworth Dilke, Esg., whose name will also
appear later. The exhibition was divided into 4 classes: 1. Raw Materials. 2
Machinery. 3. Manufactures. and 4. Sculpture and the Fine Arts. Each class was
further subdivided. On the day of the inauguration, Prince Albert delivered a
report on behalf of the Commissioners, in which he noted:

"Your Majesty having been graciously pleased to grant a site
in this your Royal Park for the purposes of the Exhibition, the
first column of the structure now honoured by Your Majesty's
presence was fixed on the 26" September last. Within the short
period, therefore, of seven months, owing to the energy of the
Contractors, and the active industry of the workmen employed
by them, a building has been erected, entirely novel in its
construction, covering a space of more than 18 acres,
measuring 1,851 feet in length, and 456 feet in extreme
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breadth, capable of containing 40,000 visitors, and affording a
frontage for the Exhibition of Goods to the extent of more than
10 miles. For the original suggestion of the principle of this
structure, the Commissioners are indebted to Mr. Joseph
Paxton, to whom they feel their acknowledgements to be justly
due for this interesting feature of their undertaking."”

It had been decided that medals would be awarded to deserving exhibitors, not in
some form of competition, but as a reward for excellence. The selection of
worthy persons was entrusted to Juries, equally composed of British subjects and
of Foreigners, the former selected by the Commission, and the latter by the
Governments of the
Foreign Nations. It was
recorded that the
opening of the
exhibition was on the
very day originally
selected. This took into

consideration the i LA
considerable distances : i

over which B s .
many of the The Opening of the Great Exhibit
articles had been by, Queen: Victoria“on 1 May"ISSl,W,
collected. Henry Courtney Selous, 1852 R

A comprehensive catalogue was produced, listing all the articles to be seen and
their location inside the glass house. This contained 319 pages. The building ran
East to West, and was intersected by a Transept running North and South. The
half of the Building west of the
Transept was given to the
productions of the United
Kingdom, India and the
Colonies. The Eastern half was
devoted to Foreign Countries.
The catalogue was put on sale
at 1s., if purchased in the
building, and 1s.3d. if
purchased at the City Office in
Blackfriars.

It attracted some 14,000
13



exhibitors, who occupied the Crystal Palace's 990,000 square feet of floor space.
Among the Great Exhibition's many attractions was the Crystal Palace itself. The
modular, wrought-iron and glass structure rose skyward to an interior height of
408 feet, with an interior height of 128 feet (39 m), allowing the incorporation of
large trees in the landscaping of the central corridor. As this picture from
Dickinson's pictures of the Crystal Palace illustrates, the extraordinary size of the
building, the glass walls, and the careful placement of the foliage blurred the
boundaries between interior and exterior space.

A special building, nicknamed The Crystal Palace, or "The Great Shalimar", was
built to house the exhibits. It was designed by Joseph Paxton, who drew on his
experience of designing greenhouses for the sixth Duke of Devonshire. He
received support from structural engineer Charles Fox, with the committee
(which included Isambard Kingdom Brunel) overseeing its construction, and it
went from its organisation to the grand opening in just nine months. The building
was considered to be architecturally adventurous and a marvel of its time.. It
took the form of a massive glass house, 1851 feet (about 564 metres) long by
456 feet (about 138 metres) wide, with an interior height of 128 feet (39 m), and
was constructed from cast iron-frame components and thousands of panes of
glass made almost exclusively in Birmingham and Smethwick. The Crystal
Palace featured the first public toilet cubicles. The inventor of these, George
Jennings, charged a penny, and some suggest that this is where the expression
‘spend a penny’ comes from! But this is doubtful. However, 827,280 visitors
paid the 1 penny fee to use them!

6 million people (approximately 5 of the population of Great Britain), attended
the event, with an average daily attendance of 42,831. The peak attendance was
on 7™ October when 109,915 came. Prince Albert was determined to make the
exhibition available to all, regardless of wealth or status. Hence, ticket prices
were set to attract everyone. As the exhibition progressed over the weeks, ticket
prices came down. At today's values, they ranged from £311 for a season ticket
to £5 for a daily ticket. In effect, four and a half million of the cheapest tickets
were sold. In the first week, the prices were £1; they were then reduced to 5
shillings for the next three weeks, a price which still effectively limited entrance
to middle-class and aristocratic visitors. The working classes finally came to the
exhibition on Monday 26™ May, when weekday prices were reduced to one
shilling (although the price was two shillings and sixpence on Fridays, and still 5
shillings on Saturdays). The profits raised allowed three outstanding museums to
be founded - the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Science Museum and the
Natural History Museum.

It was attended by many famous people of the time, including Charles Darwin,
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Samuel Colt, members of the Orléanist Royal Family, and the writers Charlotte
Bronté, Charles Dickens, Lewis Carroll, George Eliot, Alfred Tennyson and
William Makepeace Thackeray.

"Yesterday | went for the second time to the Crystal Palace.
We remained in it about three hours, and | must say | was
more struck with it on this occasion than at my first visit. It is a
wonderful place — vast, strange, new and impossible to
describe. Its grandeur does not consist in one thing, but in the
unique assemblage of all things. Whatever human industry has
created you find there, from the great compartments filled with
railway engines and boilers, with mill machinery in full work,
with splendid carriages of all kinds, with harness of every
description, to the glass-covered and velvet-spread stands
loaded with the most gorgeous work of the goldsmith and
silversmith, and the carefully guarded caskets full of real
diamonds and pearls worth hundreds of thousands of pounds."
(The Brontes’ Life and Letters, by Clement Shorter. 1907)
William Makepeace Thackeray penned a poem entitled "'The Crystal Palace’
which contained some of these lines:

With ganial foire

Thransfuse me loyre,

Ye sacred nympths of Pindus,
The whoile | sing

That wondthrous thing,

The Palace made o’ windows!

Say, Paxton, truth,

Thou wondthrous youth,
What sthroke of art celistial,
What power was lint

You to invint

This combineetion cristial.

This Palace tall,

This Cristial Hall,

Which Imperors might covet,
Stands in High Park

Like Noah’s Ark,

A rainbow bint above it.
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Queen Victoria noted in her journals:

"This day is one of the greatest and most glorious days of our
lives, with which, to my pride and joy the name of my dearly
beloved Albert is forever associated. ... The park presented a
wonderful spectacle, crowds streaming through it - carriages
and troops passing, quite like the Coronation day, and for me,
the same anxiety."

(Royal Archives/H. M. Queen Elizabeth I1)

The expected life of the original palace was six months, after which something
had to be done with the building. A holding company was established and it
decided to re-erect the building on a common on Sydenham Hill, in south-east
London. Work commenced in 1852 and, on 10" June 1854, Queen Victoria
opened the new build. Although using components and elements of the original,
the new crystal palace was quite different in appearance. The subsequent history
of the new palace can be found recorded elsewhere. Over the years, it fell into
decline, until it was consumed by fire on 30" November 1936. Sir Henry
Buckland, manager of the board of trustees, declared: "In a few hours we have
seen the end of the Crystal Palace. Yet it will live in the memories not only of
Englishmen, but the whole world.” Winston Churchill broke his return to
Chartwell to watch the final moments. He stood transfixed, with tears in his eyes,
and murmured: ‘This is the end of an age.’

A building and a novel concept thus came to an end 85 years after its birth.
Various opinions have been expressed about it, with the view that it was more an
example of engineering, rather than architecture. Pugin called it "a glass
monster," and. W. M. Thackeray "a blazing arch of lurid glass." As for its name,
the Punch issue of 13" July 1850 carried a contribution by Douglas Jerrold,
writing as Mrs. Amelia Mouser, which referred to "a palace of very crystal."
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THE NEW YORK CRYSTAL PALACE

One of the outstanding features of the Great Exhibition in London in 1851 was
the architecture of the structure. Despite some negative opinions, it was generally
considered to be a magnificent building. For one thing, it was made entirely of
cast iron and glass. A new technique by Chance brothers of Birmingham of mass
glass production made this achievable, and the use of cast iron in bridge building
had been prevalent since the 1770's. This allowed architects to design tall
buildings without the need for thick walls, enabling buildings to have more and
larger windows. Its designer was Joseph Paxton, a gardener and designer, who
had earlier provided the plan for the building based on his large greenhouses,
including the “Great Stove,” the conservatory that he built at Chatsworth in order
to house the exotic plants of the Duke of Devonshire.

Inspired by the success of the London Exhibition, in concept, scale, design and
income, a group of public spirited politicians and businessmen in New York City
soon began to plan their own international exhibition, and invited proposals for
the design of the building in the summer of 1852. In the industrial sphere,
America had already achieved some remarkable and significant results which
had been brought to the attention of the world in Hyde Park, but there was some
regret that 'they were but a fraction of all that this new nation had contributed in
terms of resources, industry and arts." Furthermore, there was a great desire to
give 'to the masses in America an opportunity to see the grand total of the
world's industry, and the manifold productions and applications of the arts of
design brought in one comparative view.'

The municipal authority of New York had granted the free use of a designated
site within the city. This was between Fifth and Sixth Avenues on 42" Street, in
what is today Bryant Park, in the
borough of Manhattan. One
problem the chosen architects
would have to face was the
massive, fortress-like  Croton
Distributing Reservoir, source of
the city’s drinking water, which
loomed over Reservoir Square.
Without this grant of free land,
the project would have been
unprofitable. On the 3™ January
1852, the corporation granted a
five-year lease of Reservoir
Square, with just two
preconditions from the

Theodore Sedgwick -
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organisers: first, that the building should be constructed of iron and glass (like its
English cousin), and secondly, that no admission charge should exceed fifty
cents. A charter was granted two months later covering capital, authorisation to
occupy any real estate, and the power to award prizes. This charter was not easily
obtained because, again like its cousin, there was a lot of hostility towards the
idea. On the 17" March, the Board of Directors met and elected Theodore
Sedgwick as President.

A statement then followed, in which it was acknowledged that 'the idea was
suggested by the brilliant success that attended the London Exhibition of last
year.' The opinion was further expressed that no other nation had provided more
evidence of its intellectual capacity and vigour than the American people. It was
seen as a natural sequitur that the people would wish to see a similar exhibition
in their own country, ‘with the beneficial effects that had resulted from its great
prototype." It was also acknowledged that the London Exhibition was
characterised by 'the advance of those arts which increase the comforts and
heighten the delights of life, the spread of amicable relations among rival
countries, and, above all, the elevation of labour to its proper dignity.'

It was anticipated that, in comparison with London, more objects of greater
utility and interest would be selected, and that the proportion of articles
manufactured by American industry would be greatly increased. Assurances had
been received from the major countries of the Old World to send over specimens
of their industrial skills, but that these would include such rare products that have
never been seen before. In addition, these countries would send such examples of
the Fine Arts which had hitherto only been seen by those Americans fortunate
enough to have seen them abroad. Above all, the committee was anxious to
emphasise how this proposal would 'strengthen the bonds of peace and good
will.'

Once all this had happened, events moved quickly. An agent was appointed to
secure the co-operation of European manufacturers. An architectural staff was
also appointed to discuss the building and, on 12" July 1852, a further statement
from the Association declared that the Exhibition would open on 2™ May 1853,
and would have representations from many countries of raw materials and
produce, manufactures, machinery and the fine arts. Prizes for excellence in the
various departments would be awarded 'under the direction of capable and
eminent persons.' These details were sent to all foreign ministers in Washington.

Original and excellent plans were submitted for consideration, including one
from Sir Joseph Paxton, but his was discounted on account of its size.
Ultimately, the board accepted a design offered by Messrs. Carstensen and
Gildemeister. Georg Carstensen (from Denmark) had designed the Tivoli and
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Casino in Copenhagen, and Karl Gildemeister (a German) was working in New
York as an architect and artist. Their plan was accepted on 26" August 1852 and
work started immediately. It was slightly changed from the original on account
of cost. The first column was put in place on 30" October.

Juries were organised
to make awards to the
best contributions.
Two medals, silver
and bronze, were to be
awarded, with an
honourable  mention
category. There would
be fifteen juries, with

= jurors coming mainly
from the Unlon with some foreign representatlves The number on each jury
would vary, depending on the number of subjects within each category. No set of
precise rules was laid down, merely a list of general principles. A panel of 22
directors for the whole project was set up.

The New York Tribune described the building in this way: "Viewed at a distance,
its burnished dome resembles a half-disclosed balloon, as large as a cathedral,
but light, brilliant, and seemingly ready to burst its bands and soar aloft. In
every sense, the Crystal Palace is admirable." The centre of the dome was 148
feet high. The shape of the building was interesting. It stood two storeys high,
the first in the form of an octagon, the second described as a square Greek cross.
At each of the four corners stood two towers, each seventy feet high, topped with
flag-staffs. The structure of the building was very similar to that of London - iron
columns, girders and glass. The main building covered 173,000 square feet, and
the additional building 33,000 sq.ft. The prevailing style of the architecture was
described as Moorish, and Byzantine in its decorations.

The Official Catalogue of the New York Exhibition of 1853 gave a full account of
the architecture and structure of the palace, in which it delighted in the central
dome:

The Dome, noble and beautiful in its proportions, is the chief
architectural feature of the building. Its diameter is 100 feet and
its height to the crown of the arch 123 feet. It is the largest, as
well as almost the only dome hitherto erected in the United
States. ... The Dome is supported by 24 columns. ... Light is
communicated to the interior through the lantern, and also in
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part from the sides, which are pierced for 32 ornamental
windows.

There were three entrances, each 47 feet wide - one on Sixth Avenue, one on
42" Street and one on 40" Street. The dome was 100 feet across. However, after
delays, which should have been expected, the formal opening took place over
two months later, on the 14™ July 1853, though the building itself was not even
then completed, with barely half the articles intended for exhibition in position.
Furthermore, for some weeks, there were leaks through the roof on every
occurrence of heavy rain, threatening to destroy the more perishable goods,
many of which were doubtless seriously damaged. The Tribune was of the
opinion that their palace could not compare favourably with the one in London,
with its indoor trees and its Glass Fountain. However, it did extol its lofty dome
which had 'no parallel' in the world, except for St. Peter's in Rome. The
colouring both inside and outside of the glass and iron were in marked contrast
with the Puritanical effect in London, even though it was only one-fifth the size
of London.

The New York Palace would
only comfortably hold 15,000
people, and twenty thousand at
its maximum. The retiring-
rooms, refreshment saloon,
which were considered to be
indispensable elements of such

an Exhibition, were not ready for weeks after
the opening; and even then, the charges for
refreshments were the subjects of general
complaint. On an adjacent piece of land stood
the Latting Observatory, a wooden tower i
braced with iron 315 feet high. It had 3 o
platforms and the topmost allowed visitors to !
see into Queens, Staten Island and New
Jersey. The building was conceived by
Waring Latting and designed by the architect
William Naugle.

The tower, taller than the spire of Trinity
Church (then the tallest building) at 290 feet,
was the tallest structure in New York City
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from the time it was constructed in 1853 until it burned down on 30™ August
1856. The fire, which had started in a nearby shop, destroyed twelve buildings in
the neighbourhood and had affected the Crystal Palace, but fire fighters saved it
‘with much difficulty." There had been fears that it would topple down onto the
north nave of the Palace but it crumpled within itself, ‘gradually and silently.’

The New York Times enthused about the tower in its edition of 1% July 1853
when reporting its official opening the previous day. It claimed that the eye
could see between 40 and 60 miles, and asserted that nowhere in the world could
such a view be obtained, mischievously adding, ‘certainly not in London, for
there smoke and fog obscure the vision. It rises from the midst of a human hive,
whose bees are the best in the world's apiary.' The ascent was described as being
a little fatiguing, but it was said to improve digestion! When describing the scene
that lay before him, the writer noticed an immigrant sailing ship approaching and
noted that its passengers would land - tomorrow!

A fate similar to the tower and to its cousin in London eventually befell the
Crystal Palace, for the Palace itself was destroyed by fire on 5" October, 1858.
When it burned, the fair of the American Institute was being held there. The fire
began in a lumber room on the side adjacent to 42" Street. Within fifteen
minutes, its dome had fallen and in twenty-five minutes the entire structure had
burnt to the ground. No lives were lost, but the loss of property amounted to
more than $350,000. This included the building, valued at $125,000, and exhibits
and valuable statuary remaining from the World's Fair.

Given its slow demise after the closure of the exhibition, this fire may have
turned out to be the best thing for the palace. It had already run up substantial
debts. On top of this, it had never really caught the imagination of the whole
country. Certainly, New Yorkers came out to glorify at this monument, but it had
always been tainted by a general opposition to it. The Scientific American, in its
issue of June 1853, was particularly stinging in its comments. The magazine felt
that it came too soon after the London exhibition, preferring a gap of 4 to 6
years. It may then have been able to arrange a truly national event. Furthermore,
it would therefore have brought more honour to the country, rather than private
gain to a few. Beyond these considerations, it was already more than a month
since the exhibition should have opened. The building was nowhere near ready
to receive goods for the opening ceremony.

It had earlier expressed doubts about the funding, predicting that it would cost
more and cause more trouble than anticipated by the managers. The local New
York press, which had argued favourably for the project, was criticised, and had
begun to blame the poor management. Vessels from foreign countries, with
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goods for the exhibition, had been lying in the harbour for more than two weeks.
And ... two government vessels with Commissioners had left England two weeks
earlier for the Crystal Palace. In drawing a comparison with Hyde Park, it stated
that the site occupied a fraction of the space made available in London, and that
neither the energy nor punctuality shown in 1851 had been displayed in England
'had been displayed in the erection of this comparatively little structure.’

The Richmond Enquirer of the 20" May was equally scathing, reporting that the
‘New York Crystal Palace, intended for the so-called American World's Fair,
will not be finished until the summer is nearly, if not quite, over." It further
reported that there was some speculation that the promoters, having already
made profits by speculating in adjacent land, were indifferent as to whether the
project would even be finished. It pointed out that foreign governments were
continuing to fulfil their pledges and was dismayed that eminent people might be
coming on a fool's errand. The fear was that such an unedifying situation 'will
prove injurious to the good name of the United States, though the nation is
entirely innocent. ... If the affair should fail entirely, the indignation will be
excessive. Yet the real criminals will escape, for they have made the nation their
cat's-paw.’

These opinions were widespread throughout the regional press. Such, then, was
the state of affairs that was about to greet the Earl of Ellesmere and his party,
who had come to witness and to report upon this International Exhibition. At the
request of Queen Victoria and her Government, a Royal Commission was
established to attend the opening of the fair in the summer of 1853, and ordered
to present a report upon their findings. This request was made some time in April
1853.

By the time it closed on 14" November 1854, the fair had been visited by over
1.1 million people.
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THE COMMISSION

The New York Herald was very impressed by the prompt response of the British
Government and its Sovereign to the intimation of the American people to hold
an Exhibition of the Industry of All Nations in New York. It reflected upon the
general interchange of friendship between the governments and peoples of all
nations which took place after the Great Exhibition in London in 1851. As an
illustration of this fact, it referred to the wide diffusion of the most recent
discoveries in the arts and sciences, and the immediate sharing of the latest
philosophical researches and agricultural improvements which followed. This
‘tremendous undertaking' was looked upon as a blessing by the entire civilised
world.

It reported that the Government in England quickly became aware of the
beneficial influences 'which would flow upon mankind from the uninterrupted
march of the new spirit thus engendered by itself, and, with characteristic
readiness, it resolved upon lending a helping hand to similar institutions all
over the world'. The newspaper noted the huge contribution made by America to
the Crystal Palace in London, and expressed the view that the republic ranked
among the most distinguished of the nations in terms of industry, genius and
practical application of mechanical skill. Hence, New York was proud to be the
first city in America to hold an exhibition of this type upon its own soil.

A letter from Sir Charles Lyell to his fiend in America, George Ticknor, (see
below) intimated at this response by the British Government. It was confirmed in
a letter from Lord Clarendon to H.R.H. Prince Albert, dated 31 March 1853. In
it, he noted that he had learned from Lord Granville the previous day that the
Prince had approved the appointment of the Earl of Ellesmere to lead the Royal
Commission to America, and that he had personally conveyed this to his
lordship. Lord Clarendon acknowledged the acceptance by the Earl, and
requested instructions from His Royal Highness upon points raised by the Earl
about the visit. [Reference to this letter is given ‘by permission of Her Majesty
Queen FElizabeth II’ and is located in the Royal Archives under
RA/VIC/MAIN/F/25/157] .

Lord Clarendon (b.1800), styled the 4th Earl of Clarendon in 1838, was
appointed Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on 21 February 1853, a post he
occupied until 26 February 1858. He held the position in other years on two
further occasions. Lord Granville was Granville George Leveson-Gower, born
1815, a distant relative of Francis Egerton and the step-father of Sir John
Dalberg Acton (g.v.).
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According to the press, the Royal Commissioners appointed to attend the
inauguration of the exhibition were:

Chief Commissioner: Earl of Ellesmere

Geology and Mineralogy: Sir Charles Lyell
Agriculture: Professor G. Wilson

Textile, Fabrics and Ornamental Art: Mr. G. Wallis
General Commissioner: Mr. Wentworth Dilke
General Commissioner: Mr. T. Whitworth

Many other distinguished gentlemen from various parts of England were also
preparing to leave home to visit New York, and to leave on different ships bound
for that city. The New York Herald warmly welcomed 'all the commissioners,
their ladies, and the gallant officers and men of the Leander, [and expressed] the
hope that during their stay many opportunities will present, by which the friendly
bonds that cement the two great sections of the Anglo-Saxon race may be drawn
closer.'

In the collection of Sir John Dalberg Acton's journals, Acton in America, the
editor states that the British Commissioners were Ellesmere, Lyell and Dilke,
and that they were assisted by George Wallis, Thomas Whitworth of Manchester,
a producer of steel, and John Wilson, [not G. - Ed.] the Principal of the Royal
Agricultural College at Cirencester. It seems more likely that the gentleman
Whitworth was, in fact, Joseph Whitworth, since he was definitely one of the six
Commissioners and was a great friend and companion of George Wallis, with
whom he co-wrote a report. Their rdle was to compile a report for the British
Government.

The Earl of Ellesmere (1800-1857) was born Francis Leveson-Gower and his
réle in the development and life of Worsley is well documented. It will be
sufficient here to read what the New York Herald wrote about him and each of
the Commissioners in turn.

The nobleman who is placed at the head of the commission is
thoroughly qualified to pronounce a judgment upon the merits
of the fine arts' section, while he unites with a highly cultivated
taste the prestige of rank and wealth. The Earl will be
accompanied by the Countess Ellesmere, his daughters, the
ladies Egerton, and one of his sons. The Earl was elevated to
his present dignity in the year 1846, having been formerly
Lord Francis Egerton. His second title is that of Viscount
Brackley. He is a Privy Councillor, and a Deputy Lieutenant of
Sutherlandshire; he has served in the House of Commons,
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been one of the Lords of the Treasury, Chief Secretary for
Ireland, and Secretary at War. And besides all his titles, he is
extremely wealthy. He is a man of high literary attainments,
and of the most liberal ideas, and will, doubtless, receive all
the attention in this city, to which his distinguished character

entitle him.

Sir Charles Lyell (1797-1875) was a Scottish
geologist who is best known as the author of
Principles of Geology. His scientific
contributions included an explanation of
earthquakes, and, in stratigraphy, (the study of
rock layers) the division of the Tertiary period
into the Pliocene, Miocene, and Eocene. He also
coined the currently-used names for geological
eras, Palaeozoic, Mesozoic and Cenozoic. He
was a close friend of Charles Darwin, and
contributed significantly to Darwin's thinking on
the processes involved in evolution.

Lyell was born in Scotland and entered Exeter
College, Oxford, in 1816. There, he studied

Classics, gaining his M.A. in 1821. However, after graduation (in 1819), he took
up law as a profession, but then he quickly transferred his interest to a career in
geology. Prior to his appointment as a Commissioner to the New York
Exhibition, he had visited the United States and Canada twice - in 1845 and

1849. He was knighted in 1848, ...

Balmoral, September 19, 1848.

%A;%

THE Queen was this day pleased to confer the honour of Knighthood

upon Charles Lyell, Esg. junior, F.R.S.
... and then received a Baronetcy in 1864.

Whitehall, July 21, 1864.

THE Queen has been pleased to direct letters patent to be passed under

the Great Seal,

granting the dignity of a Baronet of the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Ireland unto

Sir Charles Lyell, of Kinnordy, in the county of Forfar, Knight, and the

heirs male of his body
lawfully begotten.
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These two announcements were promulgated in the London Gazette. Lyell
himself died as he was revising the twelfth edition of Principles. He is buried in
Westminster Abbey.

Lyell initially had sailed to Boston in August 1852 to give a series of lectures at
the Lowell Institute, and returned to England before Christmas. In 1853, he was
invited by the Government to accompany Lord Ellesmere as one of the
Commissioners to the New York International Exhibition. However, because of
the frequent cases of gout suffered by the Earl, much of the formal and official
business of the Commission fell upon him. He returned in August. His
correspondence is of interest, particularly because it casts light upon Lord
Ellesmere's status and influence, and the work of the Commission.

George Ticknor (1791-1871) was an American academic, who specialised in
Hispanic language and literature. Born and educated in Boston, he spent two
years studying in Europe, and in 1821 was selected as Professor of Belles-Lettres
at Harvard University. He resigned the chair in 1835 and was succeeded by
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, the poet. He became a prime mover in the
establishment of the Boston Public Library in 1852. Lyell had had a long
correspondence with him and both men clearly had a great friendship, as
illustrated in this letter:

To George Ticknor, Esq.

11 Harley Street, London: April 26 , 1853.
My dear Ticknor,

I wish to make to you the first announcement of a sudden
change in our plans by which we hope soon to have the
pleasure of again seeing you and
other friends on your side of the
water. About a week ago, Lord
Granville (President of the Council
and vice-President of the Royal
Commission for the Exhibition of
1851, which still subsists, and of
which | am a permanent member)
called here to say, that the
Government had determined to send
out Commissioners to the New York
Industrial ~ Exhibition. That is
somewhat contrary to etiquette, but
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that they were ready to waive that, inasmuch as the last
Government of the United States had partially recognised the
New York scheme as national. Lord Ellesmere had offered his
services to the ministry, and they had thought of me as No.2,
both to represent science and ‘as one who would be acceptable
to the American People.’

I told him I must take time, at least a day or two, to consider;
for unless | could calculate by great exertion to get out my
ninth edition of 'Principles," now eight months out of print, |
could not go." I must also, | said, see the instructions, and |
stipulated that if 1 went, | would not undertake any share,
much less a supeintendence, of the Report. Secondly, that I
would serve, like Lord Ellesmere, without any salary or
pecuniary remuneration. These terms being agreed upon and
put in writing by me in a letter to Lord Granville, and shown
no doubt by him to Lords Aberdeen and Clarendon, from
whom he brought the message, | was nominated, with leave if |
could be not ready for the Government steamer in which Lord
Ellesmere is to go, to take a mail packet, in which I might sail
with my wife.

I also bargained that I might return as soon as the New York
business is over, as my scientific work, to be cleared off before
sailing for the Canaries in the autumn, will be much
interrupted by this affair. In short, | give them two months in
all of my time. ...

Lord Ellesmere is, as you know, a most accomplished man,
and has really great knowledge and taste in the fine arts, and
has a glorious gallery of pictures. ...

Ever most truly yours,
Charles Lyell.

The schedules and itinerary of the Commissioners' involvement in the
inauguration ceremony and details of their travels will become clear in a later
chapter. However, it will be more helpful at this point to include references from
Lyell's correspondence. In a letter to Leonard Horner (a Scottish geologist and

his brother-in-law) dated 11" July 1853, and written in Boston, he wrote:

My dear Horner,
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Lord Ellesmere's illness, and the uncertainty as to what | may
be called upon to do in the event of his absence, has kept me in
some doubt, but | hope still he will rally, as he usually does
rapidly, and not disappoint the meeting, and this | expect will
be the end of it. ...

At this point in his letter, he goes on to talk about the parlous state of education
in the States and refers to it as a crisis. But he remains optimistic that the
institutions will resolve their problems. By the date of the letter, he had already
been absent from England for two months - the maximum length of time he had
wanted to be away from his work.

Finally, in a letter to his wife dated 23 August 1853 and written at Oshorne
House, he said:

My dearest Mary,

I made out my journey and voyage very successfully. ... I got
here between six and seven, and Lord Clarendon arrived just
after. I was very glad to find that he was to be the Minister in
attendance. As usual, he has made himself very agreeable. He
has been reading Lord Ellesmere's speech in my paper and
likes it much; the Prince is to have it by and by. ...

Ever affectionately yours,

Charles Lyell
The New York Herald wrote of him:

Sir Charles Lyell has devoted his attention to the investigation
of the physical sciences , particularly geology, since a very
early age, prosecuting his researches with much zeal and
vigour, and with the most happy results. He visited America in
the years 1841 and 1845, when he made scientific
investigations of the geology of the States, the result of which
he gave to the world in a publication entitled "Travels in North
America." Sir Charles is a native of Scotland, and about fifty-
six years of age. His chief scientific works are "Principles of
Geology," and "Elements of Geology."

Charles Wentworth Dilke (1810-1869) was an English patron of the Arts,
horticulturalist and politician. Educated at Westminster School, he was admitted
as a pensioner to Trinity Hall, Cambridge, in 1827, gaining his LL.B. in 1834
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and his LL.M. in 1860. He
became chairman of the
Council of the Society of Arts,
and of the Royal Horticultural
Society. He was appointed
Commissioner of the 1851
exhibition in London, and as
an unpaid Commissioner to
the New York exhibition. He
was a very active promoter of
the Great Exhibition, as a
result of which he was offered
a knighthood by Queen
Victoria - which he declined. He played a leading part in planning that event and
the catalogue, overseeing the installation of exhibits and managing the PR. Later,
he also was appointed as a Commissioner to the Paris Exhibition of 1855, when
he again refused payment for his services. He lastly served as a Commissioner to
the International Exhibition held in London in 1862.

Soon after the death of Prince Albert, he was created a Baronet, and in August
1865 entered parliament as M.P for Wallingford - a constituency he served for
three years. The London Gazette of 17% January 1862 reported -

Whitehall. January 16, 1862.

The Queen has been pleased to direct letters patent to be

passed under the Great Seal, granting the dignity of Baronet of

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, unto Charles

Wentworth Dilke, the younger, of Sloane Street, in the county

of Middlesex, Esquire, and the heirs male of his body lawfully

begotten.

In 1869, he was sent to Russia as representative of England at the horticultural
exhibition held at St. Petersburg, where he died in May of that year. Dilke
collected as many printed items relating to the Exhibition as he could find,
including books, pamphlets, official and unofficial guides and catalogues,
sermons, songs and music, poetry, travel guides, trade literature, children's books
and games, satirical stories and cartoons, and many illustrated works including
prints on paper, gelatine and silk. Dilke gave his collection to the South
Kensington Museum (forerunner of the V&A) in 1867. He had personally
presented his Catalogue of the Exhibition of 1851 to Queen Victoria on 25%
April 1855.

The New York Herald wrote of him:

29


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Petersburg

The early connection of Mr. Dilke with the London Exhibition,
and the talent and taste which he zealously employed for its
final success, have rendered his name and worth known over
the world.

Mr. George Wallis (1811-1891) was an artist,
museum curator and art teacher, and a member
of the Society of Antiquaries. He produced an
oil on canvas of The Great Exhibition of All
Nations in 1851 (see below). It measures
18.7cm high and 61cm wide. He spent various
years in Manchester, where he became a great
friend of Joseph Whitworth. He was appointed
a deputy commissioner for the Great
Exhibition of 1851, and, as one of the six
commissioners sent by the government to the
1853 New York International Exhibition, one
of his duties was to analyse the development of art and manufactures in America.
Together with his friend Joseph Whitworth, they undertook a trip of some 5,000
miles throughout the eastern states and, from their report, they compiled a book
'The Industry of the United States 1854.' On 7t March 1878, he was elected a
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London (FSA). For almost 3 decades, he

was curator of the Art collection at the South Kensington Museum, later to
become the V&A.

Professor G. Wilson (Agriculture) was most likely to have been John (1812-
1888). From 1846 to 1850, he had been principal of the Royal Agricultural
College, Cirencester. From 1854, he had also been Professor of Agriculture and
Rural Economy at Edinburgh. One important aspect of Wilson's career was his
intercourse and relations with foreign agricultural authorities and societies.
Hence, in 1851, he took up the position of deputy juror at the International
Exhibition in Hyde Park. Then, in 1853, the same year that he was sent as Royal
Commissioner to the United States, he was appointed knight of the French
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Légion d'Honneur. Two years later, he acted as commissioner to the British
agricultural department at the Exhibition in Paris.

The New York Herald said of him:

The thought he has given to the field of science renders him a
valuable co-labourer in the cause of civilisation and
enlightenment.

Sir Joseph Whitworth (1803-1887) was born in Yorkshire and, at the age of 14,
was sent to work with an uncle in Derbyshire. He suddenly became interested in
machinery and, unable to express himself there, he escaped to Manchester in
1821, a city where his reputation was to flourish. After his marriage and a few
years in London, he returned to Manchester where he set up his own business.
The next twenty years or so were devoted mainly to the improvement of machine
tools, which were all displayed and highly commended at the Great Exhibition of
1851. In 1853, Whitworth was appointed a member of the Royal Commission to
the New York Industrial Exhibition. The London Gazette of 8" October 1869
announced:

Whitehall, October 7, 1869
Letters Patent to be passed under the
Great Seal granting the dignity of a
Baronet of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland unto the
undermentioned Gentlemen, and the
respective heirs male of their bodies
lawfully begotten;
namely :—

Joseph Whitworth, of The
Firs, in the parish of Rusholme, in the
county palatine of Lancaster, and of
Stancliffe, in the parish of Darley, in the county of Derby, Esqg.

He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS) in 1857 and became a
highly successful businessman and well-respected mechanical engineer. To this
day, his name can be found connected with many buildings and institutions in
Manchester - the Whitworth Art Gallery, the Christie Hospital, the Whitworth
Building at the Victoria University of Manchester, and Whitworth Street.

This group of gentlemen were eminent experts in their own fields, some of
whom were already known and respected in America. They were more than
capable of displaying the very best qualities of British knowledge and expertise.
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This group of Commissioners received a high accolade from The Times in its
edition of 27" April 1853.

‘The Royal Commission ... will thus consist of six members,
and form a body well calculated not only worthily to represent
this country on the other side of the Atlantic, but to bring back,
in the shape of official reports, the results of the approaching
industrial display. the nobleman who is placed at the head of
the Commission is thoroughly qualified to pronounce a
judgement upon the merits of the Fine Arts' section, while he
unites with a highly cultivated taste the prestige of rank and
wealth. Science, especially in the departments of raw produce
and mineralogy, could not find in this country a worthier
representative than Sir Charles Lyell; and Mr. Dilke, the least
rewarded and certainly not the least valuable member of our
own Executive Committee in Hyde-park, by his practical good
sense, his business habits and his experience, may fairly be
expected to stamp the new Commission with a useful as well as
a merely dignified character. Professor Wilson is favourably
known to the public from the attention which he has paid to
scientific agriculture, and it may be anticipated that at New
York he will find the materials for much useful information to
his own countrymen in that and kindred branches of
knowledge. The appointment of Mr. Wallis also is a very
judicious one. He was one of the most valuable and active
officers employed at Hyde-park in 1851, and, apart altogether
from his acquirements as a teacher of the first principles of
practical art, he has a rare and extensive acquaintance with
the merits of textile fabrics in every branch of their
manufacture. Perhaps, however, for the material interests of
this country, so far as they are likely to be affected by the New
York Exhibition, the most valuable member of the new
Commission is Mr. Whitworth, the leading maker in this
country of what are called 'Manchester Tools." Mr. Whitworth
is the very best man that could be selected to concentrate into
a report the mechanical results of the New York Exhibition;
and, ingenious and inventive as the Americans undoubtedly
are, we need not be ashamed to send over to them, as a
reporter, the mechanic who can, by the unaided exercise of his
craft, measure the millionth part of an inch. The Commission
goes to America carrying with it souvenirs of the display of
1851, with which all its members have been intimately
associated. It is accredited neither to the Committee of the
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New York Exhibition not to the Government, for the former is a
private commercial body which this country could not
officially acknowledge, and the Ilatter only indirectly
patronizes the undertaking.'

After their return to England, several reports on various parts of the American
exhibition were issued in London in 1854. These reports were drawn up for
presentation to Parliament by the members of that commission. Under the
chairmanship of the Earl of Ellesmere, Sir Charles Lyell made a Special Report
on the geological, topographical, and hydrographical departments, and George
Wallis presented a Special Report on manufactures. While these gentlemen
concerned themselves only with the Exhibition, Sir Joseph Whitworth toured a
group of manufacturing establishments in the eastern United States and wrote a
Special Report on the machinery he saw being used in them. He encouraged
American manufacturers to adopt his system of uniform screws. Professor John
Wilson delivered a lecture on flax at the New York State Agricultural Society's
annual fair at Saratoga. They were each able to visit places and areas of specific
interest since the opening of the fair had been delayed.
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H.M.S. LEANDER

HM.S. Leander (1848) was commissioned to convey the British
Commissioners for the inauguration of the Exhibition of the Industry of All
Nations, held in New York in 1853. It was a 50-gun fourth rate ship,
launched at Portsmouth in 1848 and was later converted to screw
propulsion in 1861. It was eventually sold in 1867. It was built in the
North Dock and it had the distinction of being the last ship built at the
dock. The vessel was designed by a Mr. Blake and was named by Miss
Prescott, daughter of Rear-Admiral Superintendent Prescott, C.B. Its official
dimensions were as follows:

Length on the water line -
181 feet 4% inches.

Length of keel for tonnage -
148 feet 11¥2 inches.
Extreme breadth - 59 feet 9
inches.

Breadth for tonnage - 50 feet
1 inch.

Breadth moulded - 149 feet
5 inches.

Depth of hold - 25 feet 8
inches.

Displacement - 1,987 tons.

It normally had a crew of 525 men. As a side note, during 1855, the 'Leander’
was commanded by Captain William Peel, and was the flagship of Rear-Admiral
Charles Howe Fremantle, the Superintendent of Balaclava port during the
Crimean War. (© National Army Museum)

It was the third ship in the Royal Navy to be so named after the Greek hero,
Leander. In the rating system of the British Royal Navy, the term 'Fourth Rate'
was used to categorise sailing warships. A fourth-rate was a ship of the line with
46 to 60 guns mounted. These ships were most suited to shallow waters, like
those off the North American coast. They were also suitable as convoy escorts
and for service on foreign stations, where larger enemy vessels were less likely
to be encountered.

In the edition of Monday 18™ April 1853, The Times reported that the Leander

had been towed into Plymouth harbour the previous Friday to be fitted for the
reception of Lord Ellesmere who was due to leave for New York. There he was
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to 'represent the British nation at the Exhibition of Industry in that city'. The ship
would be ready in about ten days.

The Times further reported on Monday 2"¢ May that 'Her Majesty's frigate
Leander, having been fitted out for the reception of Lord Ellesmere, will go out
of harbour [i.e. from Plymouth] on Tuesday [i.e. the 3']. His Lordship and suite
are expected on Thursday'. In effect, the ship was towed out of harbour and into
the Sound on that day, 'where she took her powder and shells on board'. She was
towed by the steam vessel Vulture, which took her 150 leagues westward. It was
then announced on Monday 9" May that the frigate, under Captain King, would
probably sail for New York with the Earl and his suite on the following day.

A report was received from the Sarah Sands, a four-masted screw steamship,
that it had passed, on May 19", the Leander, ‘eight days from England, all well,
having on board Lord Ellesmere and suite, off the island of Fayal'. [Fayal is a
Portuguese island in the Azores - Ed.]. Then, on 27" May, the Geyser, a paddle
sloop sailing from Jamaica to Portsmouth, spoke with Captain King of the
Leander, with 'Lord Ellesmere and the contributions from England for the Great
Exhibition at New York on board'. Finally, it was announced that the Leander
had arrived in New York on 10" June from Plymouth with Lord Ellesmere and
suite on board. 'The Leander had a very fine passage of 30 days from Plymouth,
His Lordship was suffering from a severe attack of gout'.

The voyage across the Atlantic was described as being most pleasant. A good
average speed was maintained throughout and there was no sickness on board -
beyond 'the expected stomach qualms of some of the landsfolk comprising the
suite'.

The roll of officers and gentlemen in commission on board the Leander was:

Captain: George St. Vincent King
Lieutenants: First: Charles H. May
Second: Charles Agnew
Third: Fred. W. Gough
Fourth: Sir Henry Blackwood
Fifth: Henry Campbell
Sixth: Lord G. Grosvenor [nephew of the Earl - Ed.]
Surgeons: Robertson M.D. and Blake M.D.
Chaplain: Rev. Charles W. Belgrave B.A.
Midshipmen: Messrs. Ward; Hardy; Johnson; Mitchell; Warburton;
Burnston; Ley; Wise.
Royal Marine Force: 68 men. Commanded by Capt. Miller R.N. and Lt.
Douglass R.N., with several non-commissioned officers.
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The passengers on board were:
The Right Honourable Francis, Earl of Ellesmere
The Honourable Harriet Catherine Countess of Ellesmere
(His Lordship's children)
Lady Alice Harriet Frederica Egerton
Lady Blanche Egerton
Hon. Algernon Fulke Egerton, Capt. Cold Stream Guards
Hon. Arthur Frederick Egerton, Grenadier Guards

Sir John Acton, Bart. (1834-1902) was also a passenger, stepson of
Lord Granville.

Lord Gilbert Norman Grosvenor (1833-1854) was sixth officer, nephew
of the Earl.

Lord Ellesmere's suite consisted of three maidservants and
three menservants. In order to enable the servants to perform
their duty with more ease and greater facility, a considerable
portion of the aft part of the ship was fitted up as temporary
cooking and washing rooms, &c., which somewhat detracts
from her appearance. These fixtures will soon be removed, we
understand. (The New York Herald)

The New York Herald was clearly impressed by the sight and arrival of the
British warship, and by the representation of the British Government, as well as
the crew of marines. They were described as being 'in the prime of life, and were
excellent specimens of the British military, both in drill, appearance and
equipment'. The Leander was seen to be a new ship of ample breadth, width,
with a good height between decks. According to the report, the boat did not give
the appearance of being a very fast one, when seen at anchor, but it was thought
to be a quick ship, - in spite of its recent voyage! It was of 2,000 tons laden and
had a force of 500 men, of all ranks, with 50 guns mounted of very high calibre.
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THE ARRIVAL

The ship H.M.S. Leander arrived in New York on Friday 10" June 1853 from
Plymouth, having on board Lord Ellesmere, his family and suite. Sir Charles
Lyell and family left England separately on 28" May and were expected to arrive
also on the 10", The ship arrived at the Narrows at about 10.30, and was there
taken in tow by a steamtug, Ajax. The tug brought the ship to the 'Battery’, at the
south of Manhattan, where it cast anchor at 12.15, after making the crossing of
the Atlantic in thirty days. As the vessel came into the harbour, the officers
noticed the American flag flying on Governor's Island and saluted it with a
discharge of 21 guns. The cannon of the fort responded within a moment. News
of the arrival was immediately sent to Mr. Barclay, the British Consul, and was
also telegraphed to the office of the New York Herald by its own shipping agent.

The Leander was accompanied by the
Basilisk, a steam sloop, the presumption being
that this frigate would convey the British
contributions to the Exhibition. The Basilisk
was commanded by the second son of the
Earl, the Honourable Francis Egerton. The
Basilisk was described as a paddle wheel
steam sloop, of 400 horse power. It carried six
guns and had recently been serving with the
North America and West Indies squadron. The
New York Herald expressed the hope that the
weather would settle before his arrival and
that he would not be inconvenienced by 'one
of those unkind and unseasonable bouts of
rheumatism which sometimes capriciously
attacks and makes him a prisoner, but which he thought might be mitigated by
the voyage." When first commissioned, the
Basilisk was commanded by Commander the
Hon. F. Egerton, who joined the vessel on the
25™" May 1852. He continued to serve as ship's
captain during the Crimean War, and served the
Royal Navy through to November 1875,
gradually achieving the rank of Admiral in
1884 (aged 60).

Much of the detail surrounding the Earl's
movements during his time in America has
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come from Sir John Dalberg Acton's journal and from the American press, from
Tennessee to Ohio. Acton writes that on the evening of Thursday 9™ June,
about 100 miles from Sandy Hook, CT., they picked up a pilot boat. By 8am on
Friday morning, land was in sight, and they took on a steamtug, the Ajax,
because the wind was very light. The Leander cast anchor about 300 yards from
the Battery, today a public park on the southern tip of Manhattan. Manhattan was
described as being very flat, with only two or three church spires visible above
the ships' masts!!

It is difficult to say exactly how and when all the members of the Commission
travelled to and arrived in New York, but it seems reasonable to suggest that the
Earl, his family and their suite crossed together on the Leander, and that other
members crossed either by private means or on the Basilisk. This would explain
why some members were already in New York when the Leander arrived. The
Herald quoted an officer as saying that ‘'many distinguished gentlemen from
various parts of England were preparing to leave home for the purpose of
visiting us, and that a number had left in the different ships and steamers sailing
daily for our ports.' In addition, the Herald announced on Friday 11" June that
the Commission was now complete. It had been reported that ‘Lord Ellesmere
has brought some valuable contributions to our exhibition - paintings, works of
art, &c. - his own private property, from the family mansion." (Herald). The
Christian Enquirer wrote on 18" June 1853 that 'The Earl of Ellesmere has
brought to this country some ancient frescoes and the famous Chandos portrait
of Shakespeare. It is hoped that they may be procured for exhibition at the
Crystal Palace.'

Health officers, officers from the dockyard, and reporters from The New York
Herald went on board. Mr. Anthony Barclay, Consul, went on board, wearing a
full uniform that he had not worn for four years! He was accompanied by the
Consul from Philadelphia, Mr. R. Bunch, and they brought letters. They left the
ship after about half an hour to a 9-gun salute, and the Earl and Sir John Acton
read their correspondence. The ladies Egerton went ashore in the afternoon,
attended by their maids, and with some of the officers. They appeared to be in
excellent health. Already they were aware that the Exhibition would not open
until the 14" July and, as a result, all their plans for tours would have to be
changed.

The ladies returned to the ship at about 7pm., and 'were not in admiration of the
place, nor of the Palace which they thought very backward.' (Acton). They had
also been bothered by the amount of dust. Just before dinner, Mr. George Wallis
(a Commissioner) and Mr. Robert Wilson (an engineer working for James
Nasmyth, and a personal friend of Lord Ellesmere) came on board to see Lord
Ellesmere about how best to fill their time before the opening. They were already
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in New York, staying at the Clarendon Hotel. Sir John was sent up onto the deck
to tell them that his Lordship was indisposed and could not see them - he was
suffering an attack of gout.

A reporter from The New York Tribune had also come aboard and had asked
some searching questions. The answers he was given were rather mischievous in
nature and were published verbatim the next day - much to the embarrassment
and annoyance of one senior officer! Lord Ellesmere was invited to go and visit
their offices on the Monday morning.

On the Saturday morning (the
11, after breakfast, Mr. Theodore
Sedgwick, President of the Crystal
Palace Association, came aboard,
and, amongst other things, offered
advice  about travelling, which
Lord Ellesmere found to his liking.
It seems that the President did not
appear at all embarrassed at the
delay, offering numerous reasons
for this. The Earl arranged to meet
Mr. Sedgwick on shore later and to
go and see the exhibition site. He then went by boat with his Captain to the Navy
Yard, about a mile away, for some things for their ship. At the yard, he was
received by three officers and was met with all kinds of military honours. As
they left the Yard, they were greeted by a 17-gun salute fired from the North
Carolina, a 74-gun former ship of the line and now a receiving ship in New
York.

After returning briefly to the Leander, Lord
Ellesmere and Sir John went on shore, where
there was a carriage awaiting them, which took
them to the office of the Exhibition Committee.
There they met several members. Lord
Ellesmere then rode with a Mr. Livingstone
(maybe Johnston or Mortimer Livingstone) to
the site of the Exhibition, whilst Sir John rode
with  Mr. Sedgwick. The Crystal Palace
Committee had arranged rooms for Lord
Ellesmere and his party at the Clarendon Hotel,

% i | as its guests. However, the Ellesmeres preferred

Thé €lafendo ™ to remain on board their ship, which greatly
‘ . &8 annoyed the staff at the hotel. The first
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Clarendon Hotel stood on the corner of Johnson and Washington Streets, across
from the Central Post Office building. It was damaged in 1876 in a huge fire that
burned down the Brooklyn Theatre, next door to the hotel. The design was of a
strong Romanesque Revival design, with turrets and towers.

The Commissioners had brought with them articles provided by the British
Government, covering departments such as Ordnance, the Admiralty, the Mint
and the Board of Trade. Dr. John Forbes Royle (1798-1858) also had been
commissioned to prepare a selection of Art at the expense of the East India
Company. A botanist and medical practitioner, he had served with the East India
Company for over 25 years. In 1851, he was superintendent of the Indian
department of the Great Exhibition. The Earl of Ellesmere took over the Chandos
Portrait of Shakespeare from his own collection, three years before he presented
it to the National Portrait Gallery as its first exhibit.

Acton was dropped off near the St. Nicholas hotel where a room had been
arranged for him. Mr. Sedgwick was to go to Washington the following Monday
(13™) to settle all the details with the recently appointed U. S. President, Franklin
Pierce. It had now been decided that the exhibition would be opened by the
President himself on 14™ July. Sedgwick was to invite Lord Ellesmere to dinner
on the Friday after returning from the capital. He sought Acton’s opinion on the
date, since he was most anxious to pay him every respect without the other
commissioners, whom he would invite at a later time. Acton then walked along
Broadway and met the ladies Egerton in their carriage, having planned to meet at
the St. Nicholas for dinner at 5pm.

When Acton returned to the ship (he had no intention of staying at the hotel), he
found Sir Charles Lyell waiting for Lord Ellesmere. He had arrived from Boston
and was regaling the officers in the gunroom with his conversation. He expressed
the dissatisfaction of the commissioners with the Palace. They were disappointed
to find that very little had been done to ensure it opened on time. Joseph
Whitworth offered his knowledge and expertise, and the officers were pleased to
profit from his services.

On Sunday 12" June, a good number of visitors went aboard. Amongst the
group were some reporters who asked some very inquisitive questions,
particularly about the Earl - such as his opinions on America and his favourite
dining places. That evening, the ladies Egerton dined at Delmonico's, still a well-
known restaurant in the city.
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JUNE TO JULY 1853: THE TRAVELS

On Monday 13™ June, a more respectable set of people went aboard, compared
with the previous day. John Crampton, the British Ambassador to Washington
(1845-1856), had written to the Earl to beg him to go to Washington. Lady
Ellesmere was none too pleased that he had not done enough, or sooner, in their
honour. Their plans to go North had been disrupted by the sudden illness of one
of their servants, and so they decided to go to Philadelphia the next day, with two
midshipmen.

Lord Ellesmere was to meet Acton at the office of the Tribune at 3pm, to be
shown around by Horace Greeley, its founder, but he arrived late. It had been
arranged that the ladies would call there for Lord Ellesmere, but after waiting for
20 minutes, he went by cab to the Clarendon, condemning the shops which must
have detained them in strong words! Sir John Acton found them at the landing-
stage with their shopping in their carriage! After they had all changed, they went
to the Clarendon, where the Earl had invited the gunroom officers to dinner.
They had to wait a long time for dinner, and by the time they had to separate, no-
one was in a good mood!

After dinner, the Ellesmeres and Acton, together with several officers. went to
visit the Haight's. 'They live in a very smart house on 5th Avenue. This is the
great street for great people. It is the finest in New York. All the houses are good
and there is plenty of foliage." (Acton). Richard K. Haight was a wealthy New
York merchant, who traded globally. His wife, Sarah Rogers, was a famous
beauty and socialite, who wrote Letters from the Old World, 1846. There is no
account of the Earl's reception at this house, but it can be assumed that, since
Haight had travelled to Egypt and the Nile in 1836, they would at least have had
one common topic of conversation.

Haight boasted of his collection of books and pictures, though Acton took a great
dislike to him and his family, describing the father as 'vain, house-proud and
boorish." At least, the supper was described as 'very copious.' However, amongst
the guests at this reception, were Sir Charles and Lady Lyell, George Wallis and
Charles Wentworth Dilke. After arriving at 8pm, the guests all left at 11.30pm.
‘The Ellesmeres were, on the whole, not pleased with what they saw. The
impression made on the officers was almost without exception unfavourable.'
(Acton). They would all have returned to the Leander since it appears that they
did not make use of the rooms available to them at the Clarendon.

The next morning, Tuesday 14™ June, Lord and Lady Ellesmere and family left
for Philadelphia between 1 and 2pm. As they departed, the crew presented arms,
and a salute of 17 guns was fired as they went on their way. It was already
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known that the Exhibition would not be ready in time for its official opening for
quite some time. It was widely said that the Earl would spend his time travelling
with his family, on a visit to the neighbouring provinces, proceeding first to
Canada, as reported in The British Colonist of Halifax on 25" June.

By the morning of Sunday 19" June, the Ellesmeres had returned from
Philadelphia and they were pleased to welcome back that morning Sir John
Acton from his trip to Niagara. They had found the city most pleasing, though
Lord Ellesmere's gout and the illness of one of their servants had threatened their
plans. The Earl managed to dissuade Sir John from visiting the south, and
together they spent the evening exchanging tales of their travels. Sadly, it would
appear that there are no official records of their visit to Philadelphia.

On Monday 20" June, the anniversary of the accession of Queen to the throne
of the British Empire, Lord Ellesmere and his family, accompanied by the
Captain, George St. Vincent King, left for Niagara Falls, via Albany, and from
there to Canada. It was intended that they would return to New York for the
opening of the exhibition. Other people movements also happened that day. Sir
John Acton left New York in the evening, bound for Boston, in a steamboat. It
had been expected that, from there, he would make a tour of the Southern states,
but that part of his tour was cancelled, due to the strong possibility of catching
diseases there in the hot, steamy atmosphere in mid-summer. On the same day,
Lord Edward Cecil, one of the lieutenants on the Leander, returned from his
week's visit to Niagara, and was highly delighted with the Falls and adjacent
scenery.

It was announced that the Leander was due to leave shortly for Halifax to take
on provisions and water. The latter had been made necessary because the
authorities in New York had begun charging one dollar per ton, and,
consequently the crew had been limited to a ration similar to that whilst at sea.
The New York Herald condemned this decision by the corporation, believing
that it would have been an act of great hospitality to have provided whatever
amount of water the ship required. In addition, 24 men had jumped ship and
there was some unease between the sailors and the local people.

The Queen's accession was celebrated on the Leander. At 8am, the ship was
brightly decorated with flags of every colour and hue. In the absence of the
Captain, the First Lieutenant May took command of the ship. At 12 noon, a 21-
gun salute was fired, whilst a band played the National Anthem. The battery on
Governor's Island and the North Carolina returned the honour. Staff from The
Herald were allowed on board to inspect thoroughly the vessel and found a high
level of neatness throughout. The crew was described as healthy and good-
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natured, compared with the military and stiff appearance of the marines on
board.

The New York Herald published the following letter dated "Bagg's Hotel, Utica,
NY., Tuesday 215 June."

The Earl of Ellesmere and suite arrived at this house last
evening at 8 o'clock, in the express train, from New York. The
noble Lord looked fatigued and ill; he wore his left arm in a
sling, and appeared to be suffering from his late attack of the
gout. The Countess appeared well, and her beautiful daughters
attracted much attention, but they did not seem to relish this
specimen of an hotel. It does not entirely compare with their
quiet country inns in Old England. Aside from the usual
excitement of newcomers, the arrival of the noble party
created no attention whatever. The people seemed as if live
Lords were around in these diggins every day. One of the boys
from the Leander attracted more notice among the other boys,
by the gold lace and crown on his cap, than all the rest of the
party put together. I was amused with a specimen of
Yankeedom in the railway station when the train came in. He
was a plain countryman, about 40 years of age. He was sitting
on a pile of 3 or 4 trunks, with his back against a post, and his
straw hat in his lap. | thought him a good subject to astonish,
and said - "Do you see that party coming along?" "Wal," said
he. "what of 'em?" "That is the Earl of Ellesmere, just arrived
to attend the Crystal Palace Exhibition." "The what?" he
inquired. "Lord Ellesmere, a British nobleman.” "Then he's an
Englishman," he replied, very quietly; "He's got a good deal to
see 'afore he gits home agin." And in a moment, he added,
Guess he'll put up at Bagg's Hotel over night. Wal, that's the




way these places live." It was amusing to see how unconcerned
the presence of a live Lord found and left him. The arriving
and departing trains kept up an eternal clatter at this house
throughout the night. When there were no bullgines (as Burton
says) to bellow forth, the cats wawled, and the gay larks of the
early morning hours sang their jovial songs, which were not
subdued by the open windows. Oh for a quiet night once more!
I have not had three consecutive hours' sleep in a week!
Trenton Falls is rapidly filling up. Lord Ellesmere's party go
over there this morning, and expect to reach Niagara on
Friday. From the brief conversation with his Lordship some
days ago, he appears to be a remarkably sensible, moderate
man, and one who can see through the peculiarities of the
people - whatever real good there is in our institutions and our
character.

So, welcome to what was the 29™ largest city in America, bigger than Chicago
or Detroit - at least in the mid-nineteenth century!

Several newspapers printed just one brief comment on the visit of the Ellesmeres
to the Niagara region. It is not possible to verify the precise date or location of
this encounter because it appeared across the country and over a number of days.
The report simply said: 'We overheard the following fragment of conversation
the other day, on board the Alida: "I met Lord Ellesmere and his party at
Niagara, the other day: | knew the ladies were persons of distinction the moment
I saw them, because they wore no jewelry nor any ornament whatsoever"." Since
this comment was heard following the visit to Niagara, and was then made
between Albany and New York, this observation must have occurred during the
passenger's return journey to New York.

The Alida, 265 feet in length,
was built as a dayboat for the
Hudson river traffic, and
commenced her regular trips
on 16™M April, 1847 between
New York and Albany.
During her career as a
passenger carrier, she was
always a favourite with the
travelling public. (George W.
Murdock)

In fact, the Ellesmeres had left
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Niagara for Montreal and Quebec. The Montreal Herald reported on Tuesday
28" June that the family has been staying at the Clifton House, Niagara.

The painting opposite by Michael Seymour, and dated 22" July 1846,
shows Clifton House on the left and the American Falls on the right at
Niagara Falls.

Amongst the large number of arrivals at the Clifton House,
Niagara Falls, we observe Prince Victor, of Hohenlohe,
Germany; Earl of Ellesmere and party, England; Lord Gilbert
Grosvenor, do; Lady Seymour and daughter, Canada; Lieut. J.
Grant Raymond, do; Hon. A. Egerton, do.

The Morning Chronicle of Quebec, also dated Tuesday 28™ June, reported the
imminent arrival of Lord Ellesmere and his party.

We learn by the New York Journals that Lord Ellesmere and
family left that city for the Falls of Niagara early last week [ie.
w/c 20 June - Ed.]. His Lordship is reported to arrive in
Quebec on Tuesday or Wednesday next [29 June - Ed.].

The Montreal Herald of Thursday 30" June, under the headline - More
Distinguished Arrivals - reported the arrival of the suite as follows:

Canada is, evidently,
becoming a fashionable
tour. .. We observe
among the arrivals last
night at the Donegana
Hotel, The Earl and
Countess of Ellesmere,
Ladies  Alice and
Blanche, W. Algernon
Egerton, Lord Gilbert
Grosvenor, Capt. A.
Egerton and  four
servants. And at the St.
Lawrence Hall, Lord
Plantagenet and suite.

The original Donegana hotel was burnt down on 20™ August 1849 during the
Montreal riots, and the site was purchased the following year and rebuilt under
American management. In a guide book of 1866, the manager, Daniel Gale,
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described it as having '150 rooms, which are large, airy and cheerful. This hotel
has been thoroughly refurnished and fitted up in a style second to none on this
continent.'

On Thursday 7 July, the Earl of Ellesmere was invited to attend a meeting of
the Literary and Historical Society in Montreal. The Morning Chronicle of
Saturday 9™ July 1853 reported this as follows:

The following address from the Literary and Historical Society was presented on
Thursday last, to the Right Honourable the Earl of Ellesmere, by a deputation of
gentlemen, consisting of the signers of the address, who were introduced to His
Lordship at Government House, by Colonel Irvine, provincial Aide-de-Camp.

To the Right Honourable Francis, Earl of Ellesmere

We have the honour to appear before your lordship as a
Deputation of the Council and Associate members of the
Literary and Historical Society of Quebec to offer our
congratulations upon your safe arrival on this continent, and
heartily to welcome to our City one not more distinguished by
his station, than by his exertions in the cause of Literature. The
circumstances of your Lordship being at this time elected by
our Gracious Sovereign as Commissioner to the American
Exhibition at New York imparts an additional interest to the
occasion.

The eminent position held by your Lordship in the world of
Literature, your connexion with the Society of Northern
Antiquities at Copenhagen, and the special interest you have
manifested in the early communication ascertained to have
existed between the Norse Settlements in northern Europe and
on the American Seaboard, lead us to hope that the aims and
objects of our Society, among which the investigation of the
ante-Columbian [the Heroic Age of America]lholds a
prominent place, may prove not unworthy of your Lordship's
interest and attention.

The incorporated association which we have the honour to
represent is the oldest of the kind in Canada. It has had many
difficulties to contend with: but its published transactions, and
the spirit of research which it has excited, attest that its
endeavours have not wholly been in vain.
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We beg leave to express to your Lordship our best wishes for
your continued health and welfare, and respectfully solicit that
you will allow yourself to be elected an Honorary and
Corresponding Member of the Literary and Historical Society
of Quebec.

We have the honour to be, with every sentiment of respect,
Your Lordship's obd't servants,
Archd. Campbell, H.M. Notary Vice Pres.
Armine W, Mountain, Clerk, B.B.
William Andrew, M.A.
A. Noble, Lieut. R.A.
E.T. Fletcher, Librarian.
F.X. Garneau, Council Secy.
E.A. Meredith, LL.B.
C.N. Montizambert.
Thos. Pope.
Robert Symes.
J. Young.
Quebec, 7th July, 1853.

Lord Ellesmere replied to this address in the following way:

Gentlemen:- | have to return my warmest acknowledgements for the
obliging terms in which you have been pleased to welcome and
congratulate me on an occasion which | must admit is a fit subject of
congratulation, my visit to this country and this city.

Short and hurried as that visit must necessarily be, it has already
been rich in interest and instruction.

I am not one of those who imagine that because they have seen a river
tumble itself over a ledge of rock they are in a condition to appreciate
the condition and resources of a province. Still though | have seen
little 1 have heard more, and | have seen and heard enough to impress
me with a due sense of the value and importance of this one of the
fairest portions of that sovereignty on which the sun never sets. | have
at least learned something of the extent and richness of the field
which it presents for the indomitable energies of a race which seems a
destined instrument in the hands of providence for reclaiming the
waste and peopling the desert; and have learned how in another
portion of its inhabitants it retains with those songs of the Seine which
I had the good fortune to listen to last night, the traditions of the
kindly characteristics of the France of their fathers, when France was
in the van of civilisation as a model to Europe in everything which
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attempers and humanises the social intercourse of mankind. That
these two races may live and flourish together in the enjoyment of
freedom and order continue further on such subjects of moral and is
my sincere wish. | dare not however continue further on such subjects
of moral and social interest, because within any limits suitable to this
occasion | could not do any, the least, justice to the feelings of
satisfaction and pride for the present, and hope or the future, which
even a cursory glance at this province is calculated to awaken in the
breast of and Englishman.

It is a satisfaction to me to know in the busy cultivation of such
elements of material progress and prosperity you, gentlemen, can yet
find leisure and inclination for such pursuits as those which it is the
object of this Society to promote. It is an additional gratification to
me to find that accidents of study have led you into a line of historical
research specially appropriate to this country which, as you have
been good enough to notice, | have myself endeavoured according to
my humble means to promote.

It only remains for me, gentlemen, to thankfully accept the honour of
that admission into your ranks which you do me the favour to
propose. Should any occasion arise in which | can justify that
admission, by contributing in any shape to the objects of the Society, |
shall be ready and eager to avail myself of it.

E.E.

At some point after the visit to Montreal, the Earl travelled to Quebec, because
The Globe and Mail, (of Toronto) on Tuesday 12t July, reported:

The Earl of Ellesmere and family have arrived at Quebec, on a
visit to the Governor General. His Lordship fully intended
visiting Toronto, but an attack of gout in both hands and a
severe sore throat compelled him to continue his journey to a
place where he could obtain repose for some time. We
understand that the Earl will proceed to New York, and that he
will return to Quebec, to sail for England in the Leander
frigate which has been ordered from Halifax to meet him at
that port. His Lordship still hopes that he may be able to pay a
visit to Toronto.

This is where reliance upon archive newspaper reports becomes difficult when
trying to place events into a time sequence. Reports often appear a few days after
the events have taken place, and, depending upon their source of information,
they can often seem confusing, as far as dates are concerned. Lord Ellesmere
clearly had already met the Governor-General, Lord Elgin, and together they
planned a visit, since, on Tuesday 12 July, The Quebec Chronicle said that
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‘these noblemen are going on a tour up the Ottawa." This referred to the river,
since today's city only came into existence in 1855. James Bruce was the 8th Earl
of Elgin, and Governor-General of Canada from 1847 to 1854. During his tenure
of office, the nascent country of Canada was still trying to overcome the tensions
between English and French residents, culminating in the Montreal Riots of
August 1849.

The prolonged visit of Lord Ellesmere in Canada is fortunate,
as we feel convinced he will carry with him favourable
impressions of the country, and also, it is to be hoped, of the
inhabitants.

We are grateful to learn, and feel certain our many friends in
the Ottawa, will be equally so, that His Excellency Lord Elgin
accompanied by Lord Ellesmere intends to pay a visit to this
hitherto neglected portion of the Province, feeling certain that
the beautiful scenery and great natural advantages arising
from inland water communications, which a little judicious
expenditure will develop, will make the most favourable
impression on their Lordships as they did on the members of
the Cabinet and others ...

This trip must have occurred a few days before the print, since, on Tuesday 12t
July, The Montreal Herald announced that, on the 11% July:

The Right Hon. the Earl of Ellesmere, and the ladies Egerton,
Lord Grosvenor, &c., embarked at 5 o'clock this afternoon on
board the Steamer 'Quebec' en route for New York. A salute of
17 Guns was fired from Durham Terrace, and the guard of
honour was on the wharf. The Governor General, the Hon. R.
Bruce and Col. Irvine, and several distinguished personages,
also were on the wharf. The Commandant and Heads of
Departments accompanied Lord Ellesmere to the steamer.

The events surrounding the Opening Ceremony and the Banquet held to
celebrate the opening, both held on the 14" July, and the illness which confined
the Earl to his bed for several days, are covered in following chapters, since they
need to be described in great detail.

The New Orleans Daily Crescent, of Saturday 23 July 1853, reported that 'The

President, the Secretary of War, Attorney General, and Pierce Butler, Esq.,
called on Lord Ellesmere and his two daughters at the Clarendon, on the 14™.
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The Montreal Herald on Friday 22" July confirmed the visit by the American
President to the Earl on the 14" at their hotel in New York.

This magnificent establishment, 60 Union Place, is full of
distinguished travellers - Lord Ellesmere, Lady Ellesmere,
Hon. Algernon Egerton, Hon. Arthur Egerton, Lord
Grosvenor, Sir John Acton, Sir Charles Lyell and Lady Lyell,
C.W. Dilke, Prof. Wilson, Mr. Whitworth, Mr, Wallis,
Commissioners from Great Britain, et al., are all at the
Clarendon Hotel, New York. We learn that Lord Ellesmere was
for a few days confined to his room, by a severe attack of the
gout. The President of the United States, with Governor
Seymour of New York, called on him in the evening, after the
opening of the Crystal Palace.

Then, in its edition of Monday 25" July, it further reported that the 'Rev. Dr.
Wainwright and Gen. Scott called on Lord Ellesmere at the Clarendon. Lord
Ellesmere had been confined to his house for several days by the gout.”’ No
reference to a date was given for this latter visit, though it will be seen later that
he left New York for Boston that day.

Information about Bishop Wainwright and Gen. Winfield Scott appears in the
chapter on the Opening of the Exhibition, mainly because of their réles there. At
this point, it is sufficient to say that the Bishop was the Episcopal Bishop of New
York, and Winfield Scott was the defeated candidate for the presidency in 1852.

On Wednesday 20" July, at the Commencement of
Harvard College, the honorary degree of LL.D. was
conferred on the Earls of Elgin and Ellesmere. The
Earl of Elgin was at that time the Governor-General
of Canada. It is recorded in the University Archives
that, on 20" July, a vote of the President and
Fellows o